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Executive: 

President: Bea Dixon 
Bdixon2908@gmail.com Ph. 780.922.3882 

Vice-President: Joanne Dartana 
joannedartanba@gmail.com Ph. 780.450.4911 

Secretary:  Stacey Thorp 
Echoofmercy18@gmail.com Ph. 780.915-5800 

Treasurer:  Willa Schwab 
willa@schwabsrv.com Ph. 780.986.8988 

Directors: 
Shari Groot 
masqueradegch@gmail.com Ph. 403.783.5636 

Betty Tracey 
Betty_tracey@hotmail.com Ph. 780.994.6731 

Delrose Burns 
cdpsburns@gmail.com Ph. 403.885.4992 

David Gillen 
dagillen@ualnberta.ca Ph. 780.887.7528 

Committee Chairs & Contacts: 
Directory – Ann de St Remy 
canabar@xplornet.ca Ph.  403.782.3856 

AEF/EC – Fentisha Boswell 
fybuttrey@shaw.ca Ph. 780.497.1910 

Alberta Futurity – Willa Schwab/Ann de St Remy 
willa@schwabsrv.com Ph. 780.986.8988 
canabar@xplornet.ca  Ph.  403-782-3856 

2019 AMHC Show – Stephanie Abel /Betty Tracey/ 
/Kim Lavergne/ Leann Dixon / Sandra Sanche 
Awards – Delrose Burns 
cdpsburns@gmail.com Ph. 403.885.4992 

Membership – Ann de St Remy 
canabar@xplornet.ca Ph.  403.782.3856 

Newsletter – Delrose Burns/Ann de St Remy 
cdpsburns@gmail.com  Ph. 403.885.4992 
canabar@xplornet.ca     Ph. 403-782-3856 

Partbred Morgans –  
Sunshine – Delrose Burns 
cdpsburns@gmail.com Ph. 403.885.4992 

Website – Fentisha Boswell/Stacey Thorp/Bea 
Dixon/Ann de St Remy/Liselle Oliveira 
Youth – Stephanie Abel/John Beaver 
stephanieabel87@gmail.com Ph. 780.721.7952 

jubeaver@hotmail.com           Ph. 780. 983.2351 

AMHC Newsletter Advertising Rates 

There is no charge for announcements, such as 
new arrivals (people and horses), marriages, 
obituaries, events etc. 

Payment for advertising is required before ads 
appear. Make cheques payable to “The Alberta 
Morgan Horse Club” and send to Ann de St Remy. 

Ads need to be print ready. Make sure the 
resolution around 300 dpi. Plan for at least a ¾ inch 
(1.9 cm) margin on ads. Contact Ann de St Remy if 
you have questions. 

 Club Member Non-Member 

Classified ad (up 
to 25 words, no 
photo) 

$5/issue $5/issue 

Business cards $15/year $25/year 
¼ page (B/W) $15/year $25/year 
½ page (B/W) $10/issue $12/issue 
Full page (B/W) $25/issue $35 
Full page (Colour) $75 $85 
Front cover 
(Colour, first come 
basis) 

$100 Not available 

Back cover 
(Colour, first come 
basis) 

$100 $125 

 
Newsletter Deadlines 

Jan/Feb issue  – January 15 

Mar/Apr issue  – February 15 

May/June issue  – May 15 

July/Aug issue  – July 15 

Sept/Oct issue  – September 15 

Nov/Dec issue  – November 15 
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Purpose of the Alberta Morgan Horse Club 
*To promote the understanding and appreciation of the Morgan as the ideal family horse and forever preserve 
the tradition of the breed. 
*To encourage improvement in quality of Morgan stock in Canada though sensible breeding programs and the 
introduction of recognized bloodlines. 
*To establish standards of breeding and carry out registration of stock under the Canadian Livestock Records 
Corporation. 
*To foster a respectable public image of the Morgan as a versatile horse, by shows and other promotions and 
also to foster relations between other Morgan Clubs and Associations.  
*To show interest in other Light Horse Associations and Agricultural groups.  

*To promote an interest in Part-bred Morgans and assist in registry of the same.  
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Our Cover 
Takata Arapama (Aftershock Dot Com X BMF 
Quintessa),. This 12-year-old bay mare was the 
Open English Pleasure Champion at the 2018 

Alberta Morgan Horse Show. Proudly owned by 
Kim Lavergne and family 

 
 
 
Advertisers 
Avonroy Arabians 
Busted Ladies Lingerie 
Canabar Farm  
Ehret Equines 
PetValu- Beaumont 
Remax River City 
Schwab’s RV World 
Steel Creek Equestrian 
TNT Metabolic Igniters 

Calendar of Events 
2019 AMHC Annual Meeting, likely Feb. or early March. 

Details yet to come. 

May 18-20 Parkland Show. Westerner Park. Red Deer, 
AB. NEW for 2019. 2 Shows in only 3 days. 

Aug 1-4 C-Fair Charity Horse Show. Monroe, WA. This 
has been designated a Regional Show for 2019. 

Aug 30-Sept 1 (tentative) 50th Alberta Morgan Horse 
Show. Calnash Trucking Ag Event Centre, 
Ponoka, AB. 

Oct 12-19 Morgan Grand National & World Show. 
Oklahoma City, OK. 

Oct (tentative) AMHC Semi-annual Meeting, Potluck 
Social & Awards night. Millet, AB 

AMHC Futurity 
Time to enter the foals you expect in 2019 in the 
Futurity. Find the form on the Club’s Facebook 
page or Email me or Ann to get a form. 

Willa Schwab 

Chair, Alberta Morgan Horse Futurity 

willa@schwabsrv.com Tel. 780-986-8988 
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Word Wheel Puzzle 
There are 122 words that can be made using the letters in the Word Wheel below. There is only 1 word with 9 
letters, so start there. If you can find 50 words (using 8, 7, 6, 5 4 or 3 letters) you are doing really well. 
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Remember When 
From the August 1975 AMHC Newsletter 
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Action and Way of Going in the Morgan 
Some articles stand the test of time, like this one that appeared in the The Morgan Horse 
magazine, June 1968. 

 
Just what is ACTION? It 
is simply the way in which 
a horse lifts and moves his 
feet as he propels himself 
forward. It can be high or 
low, smooth or jarring, fast 
and nervous or languid. 
High action is not 
necessarily good action. 
Low action is not bad 
action, in itself, because it 
is low. I have drawn 
illustrations of four 
Hackneys in action, I used 
Hackneys because their 
action is crisp, 
unmistakable and often 
photographed at peak of 
stride. All four horses are 
at a trot. These are 
tracings of actual 
photographs and clearly 
show good and bad action 
for what it is. Before you 
can improve or correct a 
horse's action or, for that 
matter, really appreciate a 
good mover, you must see 

the differences in way of 
going. You must also 
understand what causes 
action to be faulty or good. 
Sometimes it is 
conformation, sometimes 
shoeing and sometimes 
training which affect the 
horse's motion.  

Action is important 
regardless of the horse's 
use. The show horse gets 
most notice in this 
department for his 
brilliant, thrilling way of 
going stops the eye and the 
heart. A big, bold natural 
mover who is full of himself 
and in strong competitive 
spirit can have a roman 
nose and a sway back, an 
ugly temper or a bad case 
of heaves but he will get 
the audience on their feet 
and cheering. He'll sell 
Morgans as he struts his 
stuff in the ring. My only 
hope is that if he has these 

faults I have mentioned 
that he is a gelding. The 
beautifully made horse 
with the sweetest nature 
and the best record at stud 
will come out second best 
in a Park class if he doesn't 
pick up his feet. The 
emphasis on action has 
become a major source of 
controversy in breeds other 
than ours. A goodly 
number of people who 
argue about action know 
very little about it. If you 
ever expect to discuss 
action with other Morgan 
people, perhaps you should 
check out your vocabulary 
(I'm not talking about 
profanity) and knowledge of 
what action should be.  

Horse number one in my 
illustration is going as a 
Morgan should in a park 
class. She has a level 
forearm, is tracking 
straight and is in balance. 
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Her knee and fetlock and 
hock are all flexed to the 
same degree. The hock is 
well under the point of the 
rump and the rear fetlock 
joint is as high as the knee 
of the supporting front leg 
and it is directly beneath 
the stifle joint. Horse 
number two is doing what 
most Morgans are allowed 
to do. He is out of balance. 
This is not always caused 
by the same thing and I 
will explain this further. He 
has an incredible fold in 
his foreleg. The hoof is 
nearly touching his chest. 
He is tracking straight and 
there can be no criticism of 
him in front. But behind 
the saddle he is awful. His 
hind foot is barely lifted, 
not even as high as the 
fetlock of his supporting 
rear leg. There is no drive, 
no strength and no action 
whatsoever behind. Horse 
number three is another 
brilliant frontend mover, 
his hock is snapped up 
and his fetlock behind is in 
line with the knee in front 
but he is said to be 
"dragging his hocks." His 
rear fetlock is too far 
behind him. At its peak it 
should never be behind the 
stifle joint of the same leg. 
Horse number four is 
winging, a thoroughgoing 
bad mover fore and aft. The 
front foot is rotated out 
wider than the elbow and 
the rear fetlock has crossed 
over inside in front of the 
supporting hock. This 
sloppy action is increased 
by heavy shoes and this 

horse is the most heavily 
shod of the four horses I 
selected. These are the 
most common and obvious 
faults in the way a horse 
moves as viewed from the 
side. Pleasure horses are 
just as guilty of these 
faults as Park horses but it 
is harder to illustrate it in 
pictures.  

Now if I object to a judge 
pinning the horse with the 
highest action, just on the 
basis of height alone, I feel 
I must come up with 
constructive reasons. It is 
far more important that a 
horse track straight, go in 
balance and work his leg is 
in under his body than 
that he pick them up high. 
This, of course, is the 
reason that the judge is 
supposed to stand BEHIND 
the horse as he walks and 
trots away from him. He is 
intended to look at how 
straight and true the action 
is. He should note cadence 
of the trot (do both feet 
reach their peak of stride 
and strike the ground 
simultaneously?). Are the 
hind legs square from, 
point of rump, through 
hock and fetlock or do the 
feet stand closer or wider 
than the hocks. If the 
horse stands square, does 
he then break over 
perfectly straight and track 
square or do his feet swing 
in a little circle and nearly 
touch each other at every 
step? As the horse turns 
and heads back toward the 
judge he should note the 

balance and tracking. Does 
he wing, paddle or swim? 
Along with all this is he 
walking and trotting 
perfectly true or is he 
inclined to pack? Pacing, in 
itself is a very pleasant 
gait, a natural one, very 
popular when Justin 
Morgan WAS a horse and 
many of his sons and 
daughters ambled and 
paced quite happily. 
However, it was ruled 
arbitrarily that the gaits of 
a Morgan are a walk, trot 
and canter and so pacing 
must be considered a fault. 
Messy gaitedness, mixing, 
shuffling, etc., are bad 
going even in a breed 
where pacing is acceptable. 
Judges tend to overlook the 
hitching, stringhalt like 
action of the shackle
trained horse. They miss 
the messers and the 
scufflers, wingers and hock 
draggers and they do so 
with such frequency that 
they are often accused of 
looking at who is on the 
lead shank. It is perfectly 
all right for them to pin 
whatever horse takes their 
fancy because, after all, a 
horse show is just one 
man's opinion. It is NOT all 
right for a breeder to 
overlook these action 
faults. A breeder is 
ANYONE who owns a mare 
and raises a foal. If a 
stallion is standing at stud 
and has show ribbons to 
offer as proof of his 
excellence that means that 
someone liked him better 
than another horse. It is 
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up to the mare owner to 
decide if he is a true mover 
and right for his mare. The 
only one who can improve 
the breed is the breeder. If 
a stallion can't attract, 
mares because of his faults 
he can't pass them on. If 
people who go out to buy a 
horse take care to 
purchase only those who 
move properly, the market 
for the bad ones will vanish 
and the breeders will have 
to breed good ones. It is 
just as easy to see if a foal 
moves well, as it is to see it 
in a fully matured horse. 
Yearlings, because of the 
awkward growing pattern 
of hind end first, 
sometimes go spraddle 
legged or buckle at the 
knees. You have to make 
some mental notes and 
allowances for adolescents 
and their many problems. 
But they should not wing 
or go close behind. They 
should not stand splay 
footed or pigeon toed in 
front. 

There is rarely a perfectly 
square horse. Most tend to 
stand slightly splay footed 
behind. Some stand base 
wide and some base 
narrow. Some are very 
upright on their pasterns 
and some very low in the 
heels. Given the choice 
between two not faultless 
horses, the problem is 
which faults are the worse? 
As they stand perfectly, 
naturally a horse that is 
splay footed in front, 
should be considered 

inferior to one who is 
turned in to the same 
degree. This is more 
important for horses 
intended for jumping or 
endurance or hard work 
than for a horse intended 
as a hack or show horse, 
for the legs of a splay 
footed horse will break 
down easier than a pigeon 
toed one. Upright pasterns 
make for rough gaits. 
Really long sloppy ones are 
likely to break down. There 
should be enough flex and 
enough strength to make 
the horse stay sound and 
be comfortable. Very few 
Morgans have pasterns 
which are too long. They 
are commonly too short. 
Pigeon toed horses tend to 
wing. Standing behind the 
horse, he may be inclined 
to he cowhocked, that is 
that he actually twists in at 
the hocks so that the point 
of the hocks point toward 
each other. Cowhocked 
horses are usually splay 
footed, to boot. This is a 
very weak type of 
conformation and is to be 
avoided in any horse. 
Fortunately, Morgans are 
not particularly prone to 
this fault in most families. 

Cow hocks tend to splay in, 
as do overly bent (sickle) 
hocks or overly straight 
ones. The hock is the most 
complicated joint and the 
one most subject to failure 
and to strain. Horses who 
stand base wide or base 
narrow have their hocks 
perfectly straight in their 
forward and back 
dimension. The leg below 
the hock is tilted in or out. 
The wide based horse may 
waddle slightly and look a 
bit awkward but he will not 
go unsound or rap himself 
in the fetlocks the way a 
base narrow one will. Given 
the choice the base wide 
horse will be in less trouble 
over the years and is the 
better choice. There are 
many other considerations 
in the legs and feet of the 
horse but we are concerned 
here with action rather 
than soundness.  

The horse should go with 
his legs well under him. 
Now just what does that 
mean? I have already 
mentioned the hock 
dragging at the trot. Horses 
who arch their backs or 
who are sway backed leave 
their legs way out behind 



 
 

 8 

them as they go. 
Sometimes at a canter, 
they look as if they are 
cantering forward with the 
front legs and backward 
with the hind ones. A horse 
who travels in this manner 
is weak and has little 
forward thrust. He cannot 
hold up under work of any 
sort, most particularly 
stock horse work or 
jumping. This kind of 
motion is often associated 
with the ultralevel croup 
and very high set tail. The 
Morgan hip should be long, 
round with a heavy layer of 
muscle and the muscles 
should attach well down on 
the legs. The tail should be 
as high as the hip bone 
unless the horse is to be a 
jumper or stock horse. A 
lower set tail is permissible 
for these. The croup and 
hip should never be very 
short. The horse I 
mentioned earlier which 
scuffs along behind might 
well be one with a deprived 
rear end. The short croup 
hasn't enough room for 
leverage and for proper 
muscle and ligament 
attachment. It is 
unrealistic to expect such a 
handicapped horse to move 
properly. But such horses 
are very abundant and are 
heavily shown. When an 
exhibitor is faced with this 
problem he can do one or 
two of several things. He 
can do all he can to 
develop the horse in the 
croup with work in 
harness, pasture in steep 
hills, work in deep sand 

and snow, backing and 
turning to develop muscle 
there. He can keep his 
saddle and his weight well 
forward so that the hind 
legs do not have an 
excessive burden and he 
can let the horse move 
naturally in front, not pick 
him up to an exaggerated 
degree. The other 
alternative is to fake it. 
That is far easier and faster 
so it is far more likely to be 
the course he picks. 
Pulleys and shackles work 
wonders for the horse's 
hock action. They destroy 
his soundness if they are 
used to excess, but good 
trainers do use them to 
develop strength to the 
horse's advantage 
sometimes. The jerky, hot 
footed dance many horses 
do with their hind feet (that 
is now called "great hock 
action" by the uninformed 
or by the ones who would 
misinform others) is due to 
an overdose of shackles. 
Since the rules against 
heavy shoes, they have 
been resorted to with 
greater frequency. String
halt is not a Morgan way of 
going and when judges pin 
it down it will vanish. 
Failure to win is the best 

cure for a manmade 
unsoundness. Action 
chains worn on the hind 
feet are very effective for 
educating the horse to use 
his hind legs. However, if 
they are left on all the time 
they lose their effective 
ness. Again, the trainers 
who use skill with these 
aids can get results that 
are actually beneficial to 
the horse. The imitators 
who do what they think the 
"pros" are doing, create 
disasters. Heavy shoes are 
no panacea, either. I have 
a horse who hates them 
and actually drags his feet 
if he is shod with a heavy 
shoe. His action is plenty 
bold and strong in a 
regular shoe. Weight added 
to a toe or to a side of the 
shoe will change the way in 
which he picks it up. If the 
horse tends to break over 
on the outside of his foot, 
his foot must make a circle 
before it can again hit the 
ground. A wide web shoe 
carefully rolled at the toe 
can help him to break over 
straight and more quickly. 
This will save his fetlock 
from strain and get his foot 
up, up and away before the 
hind foot overtakes it. A 
wide web shoe has more 
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metal in it than a keg shoe 
and so will be heavier. 
Heavy shoes, often tend to 
make the horse labor in his 
action. This is considered a 
serious fault and should be 
scored against the horse. 
For most people, front 
action is easy to achieve 
since by lifting the horse's 
head and sliding back onto 
his kidneys, you can raise 
his whole front end up 
several inches. Truly 
balanced action, that is not 
made with shackles, has 
almost got to be bred into 
the animal. Competition 
gets tougher every year. 
People are breeding better 
Morgans and are training 
more intensively. The rules 
against long toes and 
weights made it harder for 
the really bad movers to do 
much in the ring and 
except for the horses 
working in shackle, there is 

a larger number of stronger 
moving horses coming 
along all the time. As the 
buying public gets more 
aware and the judges get 
better educated with the 
seminars and the 
audiences are more 
informed, the state of the 
show Morgan will improve 
and the fate of the cheat 
will be clearly spelled out.  

However, it is very easy for 
the traditional Morgan 
lover to sit back and point 
at the faults and foibles of 
the show ring enthusiast. 
It is not so easy to weed 
out his pet mare or his 
prized stallion with his 
lovely head or his high 
percentage or his typy 
looks on the basis of the 
fact that he or she has 
never produced really good 
moving animals. It is not 
so easy for the buyer to 

spot these weaknesses in a 
lower traveling horse or to 
even pay much attention.  

Action, therefore is NOT a 
question of how high, or 
what's up front that counts 
or any sort of division 
between the showman and 
the pleasure rider who is 
not so likely to be on public 
display. Action is essential 
in a horse that is to cut a 
calf without falling on his 
rider's legs. It is mandatory 
for the horse going 100 
miles in a competitive ride 
or he will surely break 
down. It is obvious that a 
horse with faulty action 
cannot function at speed 
without undue wear and 
tear on his joints. So, 
whatever your interest in 
the Morgan, you are part 
and parcel of the 
responsible group if you 
breed a mare; even one. 
Observant buyers will 
avoid bad movers and 
observant breeders will see 
a decline in profits on 
badlybred horses. There is 
a tremendous demand for 
good Morgans, be it for the 
show ring or the trail and 
we can keep the market 
going as long as we 
honestly supply good 
animals. 

 

 

  



 
 

 10 

2018 AMHC 
Awards 
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2019 Futurity Eligible Horses. 
 

Weanlings – All foals that may be born in 2019 can be entered into the AMHC Futurity. 

The following are horses that were nominated in previous years. They will continue to be eligible to enter 
Futurity classes at the Alberta Morgan Horse Show (and earn money) if their fees are paid for 2019.  

2019 Eligible Yearlings 

Morgan Hill Funky Phantom X Belle Jolie 

Morgan Hill Funky Phantom X She Runs Guns 

Funky Hill Funky Phantom X Morgan Hill Maple 

Morgan Hill Funky Phantom X DGF Jarad’s Angel 

Morgan Hill Funky Phantom X GVA Noble Bliss 

BMF Up Beat and Smokin X Stonecroft Cherished 

BMF Up Beat and Smokin X Quantum Ebony Lace 

ECP Anchor Man X Windy’s Dancing Monark 

2019 Eligible Two-Year-Olds 

Morgan Hill What The Funk 

Tamrac’s Ceridan 

Tamrac’s Storm Trooper 

Reveling In Roses 

HSR Holly Golightly 

The Farmers Daughter 

2019 Eligible Three-Year-Olds 

Morgan Hill Four To Beat 

JCS Mardis Gras 

Morgan Hill Joan of Arc 
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